
Federal Aid Project Requirements 

 

The following requirements must be met on all projects that receive funding provided by the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).  

Projects in a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 

1.  If a project is in an area covered by one of the MPOs it must be listed on the currently approved 
Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) for that MPO.  If not on the TIP, then the LPA will need 
to work with the MPO to have the TIP amended to include the project. 

Environmental Clearances 

1.  All projects will require appropriate environmental review and documentation in order to 
obtain NEPA clearance.  As a minimum, this will require review of the project plans by several 
agencies to determine if there are impacts.  Issues that may be found during this process that 
could impact a project’s schedule include historical/archeological features; threatened and 
endangered species; FEMA floodway impacts that raise flood water level; hazardous waste; and 
wetland impacts.  For a categorical exclusion (most projects), this process may take as long as 3 
months to complete.   If there are any complications or if a higher level of documentation is 
determined to be necessary, such as an Environmental Assessment or Environmental Impact 
Statement, the project would probably not be appropriate for this funding due to the time 
constraints. 

2. If a project impacts a historical property or a publicly‐owned recreational facility a Section 4(f) 
documentation and approval will be required.  If lands impacted by a project were acquired 
under the Land and Water Conservation Fund, then additional documentation is required and 
the lands must be replaced. 

Right of Way Acquisition 

1.  All new rights of way and easements for the project must have been acquired in accordance 
with the Uniform Relocation Assistance Act (49 CFR, Part 24).  This requirement applies if federal 
funds are used in any phase of the project, regardless of whether the federal funds were used in 
the actual acquisition. 

Engineering Services for Design or Inspection 

1.  If federal aid funds are used for either design or inspection of the project and the services of a 
consulting engineering firm will be used, the selection of the consultant must follow 
Qualification Based Selection procedures.  


